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Strong and courageous, Stacy fought breast cancer for 14 

months until Friday, February 24, 2012. Beautiful on earth, she is 

now a beautiful angel in Heaven. Stacy was married to Eric 

Severin for 23 years and together they were blessed with 3 

wonderful children, Leah Michelle, 22; Lauren Renee, 20; and 

Logan Eric, 16.  

Stacy was born in Houston, Texas at Hermann Hospital on March 

5, 1963. She was the 5th of 6 children and grew up in Spring Branch where she 

graduated from Spring Branch High School in 1981. She attended and graduated 

from the University of Houston and received her degree in Secondary Education 

in 1986.  

Stacy began her teaching career in the Spring Branch ISD and then moved to 

teach in Cy Fair ISD. She taught 7th grade Language Arts at Opal Hamilton Middle 

School where she was nominated, twice, by her students for the Who's Who 

National Outstanding Teacher of the Year award. Stacy left teaching 5 years ago 

and began a career with Nystrom, Herff Jones as a regional sales representative 

where she received numerous sales awards and professional acclaim. Stacy loved 

her job calling on school administrators, providing in-service training to teachers 

and installing programs in schools. In 2011, while she was battling cancer, she 

sold over $1,000,000 in teaching materials.  

Stacy was a real "soccer mom", "swim team mom", "volleyball mom" and "band 

mom", always cheering for her children and supporting them in their interests. 

Stacy was everything a mom should be, in love with her children and active and 

interested in their lives. She was a constant source of strength and 

encouragement for them. Her "sage" advice will forever be in their hearts and 

minds.  

Stacy and Eric met many friends through their children's activities. The family 

enjoyed being with friends at the games or competitions and then going for 

Mexican food at their favorite place, Del Pueblo Mexican Restaurant. They are 

part of a large circle of friends/families that meet every Saturday night to enjoy 

fellowship, friendship and margaritas. Their friends have been a constant source 

of strength and support to Stacy and her family.  



Stacy will always be remembered for her beauty, outgoing personality, quick wit, 

and her strong opinions, which she was not afraid to express. While she was being 

cared for and treated at the MD Anderson Cancer Center - The Woodlands, Stacy 

was selected to be the "poster girl" for their ad campaign and was featured on 

billboards, printed inserts, and tv commercials.  

She is survived by her mother, Betty Lou Haneline; step-father, Jim Haneline; 

father, Lowell Smith; step-mother, Della Chandler; mother-in-law, Shirley Grunert; 

father-in-law, Ernest Severin; sisters, Marla Shelly, Lisa Maxwell, Sheryl Smith 

Monroe and husband Todd, Jill Smith; brothers-in-law, Craig and Brian Severin 

and many nieces and a nephew. The family is at peace knowing Stacy is pain free 

and whole again in Heaven with her brother, Larry Alan Smith and her Granny, 

Eleanor Minter Orloski and other loved ones.  

The family wishes to thank all who cared for Stacy during her battle with cancer; 

the doctors and staff at MD Anderson, Inteli Home Health, St. Lukes Hospital in 

The Woodlands and Houston Hospice.  


