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Dr. John Peter Forney III (Pete), age 66, a man of faith, unafraid of death, and confident in the 

atoning work of Christ Jesus, passed from death to everlasting life on Wednesday, December 9, 

2010, in New Braunfels, Texas, of acute myeloid leukemia. He was preceded in death by his parents, 

John Peter Forney, Jr. and Elinor Lee Forney. He is survived by his wife, Sally; daughters Leigh Ann 

Wills and husband, Doug, of West Melbourne, Florida, and their children Callie Patricia, Justin 

Davis and Sarah Catherine; Rachel Elizabeth Kensing and her children Katelyn Elizabeth, Benjamin 

Christian, Rebekah Leigh, and Anna Elinor of New Braunfels; and Rebekah Marguerite Rhodes and 

husband, Scott, of Austin, Texas, and their children Julia Reeves and Abigail Forney. Two sisters 

also survive him: Paula Kuykendall of Bryan, Texas, and Patricia Flack of Austin, Texas, their 

husbands, children and grandchildren. Pete's legacy is a family sustained by their faith who share his 

faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. Pete was born in Houston on May 17, 1944, and met 

Sally Douglas, his wife of 45 years, in the 8th grade at Spring Branch Junior High. They married 

while at Austin College on January 22, 1965. Pete attended medical school at UTMB Galveston, 

followed by an internship at Wesley Medical Center in Wichita, Kansas, and then residency in 

OB/GYN at UTMB. He completed a two-year fellowship in gynecologic oncology at USC Los 

Angeles County Women's Hospital. He then joined the faculty at UT Southwestern Medical School 

in Dallas where he achieved the rank of associate professor. Wanting to bring up his family in a 

smaller city, he moved to New Braunfels in 1981 to open a practice in general OB/GYN as well as 

practicing gynecologic oncology two days a week at Wilford Hall in San Antonio. In 2002, he was 

elected Chief of Medical Staff at McKenna Memorial Hospital/Christus Santa Rosa New Braunfels, a 

position that transitioned from part time to full time until, for health reasons, he retired in late 2010. 

Pete had a heart for spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. He participated in medical missions for 

many years, going first, in 1989, to Pohnpei in the Federated States of Micronesia with daughter, 

Rachel, performing surgery at a U.S. Health Services Hospital. Later, for six years in a row, he would 

tend clinics and perform surgery in Trujillo, Peru, under the auspices of the Christian Missionary 



Society. Tennis was a favorite pastime for Pete and his family; many of his closest friends were 

tennis buddies. He was an outdoorsman who loved the fruitfulness of gardening, the tranquility of 

fishing, the challenge of golfing, and the therapy of cutting down trees and burning them in a big 

bonfire. Countless visits, phone calls, letters and e-mails from those whose lives he touched as 

patients, colleagues, and friends, made Pete's final weeks what he called "the best of his life." 

 


